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Notes from Leadership Meeting, November 17, 1970 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 17, 1970 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ' S f|LE- 
FROM: Patrick J. Buchanan 


The main focus of the Leadership Meeting this morning was the Presi- 
dents Supplemental Military Assistance Appropriation Request which 
was to go up to Congress sometime this week and it is not for release 
until tomorrow morning after the Bi-Partisan Meeting. 

The President opened the meeting with a brief discussion of what it 
contains. He said it is a Military Assistance Package containing $5 
hundred million for aid to Israel; in addition, it contains aid to Korea, 
to Vietnam, and to Cambodia. . It is “must 11 legislation, the President 
said. It is essential to American foreign policy; its essential to the 
success of the Nixon Doctrine. Kissinger then initiated a discussion of 
just what all it entailed. He started his discussion by saying that by the 
spring of next year over 300, 000 American troops will have been with- 
drawn from various installations abroad and returned to the United 
States; 68 installations will have been closed and 44 reduced in size 
overseas. This is the application, he said, of the Nixon Doctrine. 

The first element of the Military Assistance Package is a $5 hundred 
million appropriation for credits for Israel to purchase arms and wea- 
ponry. The need for this is obvious; ifs to maintain a situation where 
the balance of military power will not shift against Israel. The request 
also contains $30 million for military grants assistance to Jordan; $5 
million to Lebanon; both of these grants are to strengthen the internal 
security forces of both countries. In Korea we are asking for $150 mil- 
lion appropriation as part of our five year modernization program of 
the Korean Armed Forces Modernization Program which is enabling 
the United States to withdraw Z0, 000 troops out of the line along the 
DMZ and bring them back to the United States. He said if we were to 
be able to do this and not have a complete demoralization of the Korean 
Government, then we have to provide them this assistance for moderniza 
tion. Also the request contains a request for $65 million for Vietnam. 
The purpose of this money is to replace dollars which would other wise 
be spent by American Forces which are being withdrawn on a more rapid 
timetable and to prevent an economic collapse of the Saigon Government 


which is dependent upon the inflow of these dollars. Kissinger here 
stopped, interrupted to point out that the ARVN had today captured 
10 miles inside Cambodia the largest arms catch we had ever made in 
Cambodia. Another element of the request said Henry Kissinger was 
$85 million for grant military assistance to Cambodia. Its for small 
arms; the kind of usable equipment which Cambodia needs and can 
employ in its own efforts. Kissinger said we are not making the 
Cambodian army a small model of the American army which is a 

™ St fl e w e made in the early years of the Vietnam War. Kissinger 
noted that almost all the troops now fighting in Cambodia against 
Cambodian forces were North Vietnamese not V. C. , that Cambodia 
was right now, that Cambodian Armed Forces were tying up three 
^Vietnamese Divisions - another Division has been pulled out 
° - ? OU !? Vietnam — out of the Central Highlands into Southern Laos 
of South Vietnam -- to protect the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Kissinger now 
gave a bit of startling information. He said that frcmthe bills 
awaiting we have not determined that the amount of enemy military 
equipment brought into South Vietnam through Cambodia from the 
Cambodian port of Sihanoukville is ten times the lowest estimate 
that we have made and 2-1/2 times the greatest estimate. He said 
™ “^ ascertain that 90% of the arms, ammunition and equipment for 

Tco/, z[ PS areaS Came out of Sihnoukville through Cambodia and 
75% of the equipment for II Corps area came from Cambodia out of 

Sihnoukville. Kissinger then went on to detail the importance of 

American military assistance to Cambodia. He said that Sir 

Robert Thompson who had been over there said, formerly the United 

States used to get about fifteenjSr every dollar in terms of military 

effectiveness; whereas in Cambodia we're getting ninety cents on the dollar. 

He said that that would be a correct analogy. Every dollar put into the 

Cambodian effort enables them to keep fighting as lsong as possible 

and enables us to continue withdrawing American troops. Henry said 

the request contained an additional $100 million to replace our 

borrowings from military assistance programs for Taiwan, Turkey and 

Greece. We had borrowed for Cambodia, he said, this $100 million 

is needed to replenish that. The President here interjected to say 

that two critical things about his Cambodian decision that should not 

go unnoticed. First, the North Vietnamese Divisions are being tied 

down by the Cambodian Army right now. They are fighting and that 

is a direct result of the Cambodian action. Secondly, we have cut 

off the main source of enemy supplies -- Sihoukville. The President 

here noted that in 1967, Congressman Chamberlain of Michigan had 

told him that the bulk of enemy arms and equipment was coming through 



Sihoukville and what could we do about it. The President said he 

would come down and tal k to the State Department and they had said 

it was only a trickle. He said their intelligence was dead wrong; 

its not any better now, but we do know in retrospect just how much 

has come through Sihoukville and just how right Congressman Chamberlain 

was. This indicates the extent of influence a single Congressman can 

have on American foreign policy and that the Cambodian front is a 

result of what the Cambodians are doing and American lives are being 

saved. Let*s make the case that way. The Vice President here 

interjected two points. He said that when he had talked to Lon Nol 

they made two points that they felt were significant and differences 

between the Cambodian Government and his fight against Communism 

and that of the South Vietnamese. First, the Cambodians can own 

land whereas the South Vietnamese could not. This makes a 

significant difference in terms of support for the present regime. 

Secondly, in South Vietnam the clergy is generally concentrated in the 
cities; it is urban oriented; it is intellectually based; whereas in 
Cambodia where the clergy which has tremendous influence over the 
populous is generaly from the rural areas. It has its roots in the 
soil; its much closer to the Cambodian people; there would be far less 
likelihood of a general allienation from the mainstream of Cambodian 
life by the clergy there. Far greater than there is in South Vietnam, 
for example. Senator Scott asked the President what was our CIA 
capability; was it any good and the President described it as 11 pitiful. 11 
He said we are trying to do something about it. The Vice President 
gain asked Henry Kissinger to compare the cost of Vietnam right now 
as compared with 1968. Kissinger indicated that well, perhaps it was 
$28 billion a year in 1968. Its down to about $14 billicn right now. 

Senator Scott indicated when this military assistance requiest hit the 
Senate -- those who would try to make names for themselves on the 
Democratic side were bound to grab it and run with it. Kissinger 
here interjected the statement that if they provide $500 million for Israel 
and not the rest for Southeast Asia, I would feel it would be my duty 
not to spend the money for Israel; ll that , s cold turkey. n The President 
repeated his statement, I will not ask for money for Israel unless we can 
do it worldwide, he said, let's make that very clear. The President 
repeated his statement, I will not ask for money . . . The President indicated 
that there was an absolute lock on public discussion until 104 00 am 
tomorrow morning. The President then discussed the basic need 
for each one of them. In Cambodia, for example, he said we are 
sending money, and pulling out men. He said, sell it that way. n 
In Korea, the same is true, we can't possibly pull our 50 thousand 
troops out unless we can modernize the Korean army. Now, do they 

w ant to modernize it or not, do they want to pull out the troops or not ? 
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Sell it that way. He said as for the Israeli section of it, we 
can count on the lobby to take care of that. Scott indicated that 
the blook versus dollars would be an effective argument. The 
President here, joshingly told Senator Scott that he had promised 
each of the new incoming senators one of the top committees and 
could Scott see to it that this was carried out? The discussion 
now turned to the Trade Bill. The President indicated that his 
position was that he favored a legislative quota on textiles without 
any other specific legislative quotas written into the Bill including shoes. 
He did not want that written into the Bill. That was his position, the 
President said, and he intended to stand by it. It was then a general 
tactical discussion over just how to proceed to get what the President 
wanted. There was general undercurrent of agreement that a number 
of Congressmen and Senators in the room were going to support 
legislation with quotas on items that were produced in their own 
Districts. The President realized this, but if he looked at it as 
an executive on the basis of the national interest, he said, in the 
short run, it might make points for some Senators and Congressmen by 
coming out for quotas, but take a hard look and you will find out, 
for example in Agriculture, that in the long run its not in the interest 
of the United States to impose these lengthy quotas. He said we have 
been taking a hard look at the Common Market and in Japan we are 
getting the short end of the stick and we are going to do something 
about this; but he said if we put quotas on shoes, for example, which 
affects the Common Market greatly, they're likely to turn around 
and we* re liable to get a royal reaming on farm products. He said 
that as far as responsible leadership is concerned, I don ! t have 
any other course. I have to limit my support to textiles -- that's the 
commitment I made in the campaign — that's a special case with regard 
to Japan. I told Sato that's the way it is going to be when he was over 
here. But if shoes get tacked in there, they could turn around and hurt 
us badly. The discussion then turned very brieflyto close the meeting 
to the proposal to limit campaign spending. John Tower suggested that 
the President call some of the younger Republican Senators, some of 
our younger brethern, he said, and convince them of the importance of 
maintaining the President's veto of this measure. Scott joined in 
saying that they have got to realize that they will be running as 
incumbents also. The meeting closed with a rather surprising 
d evelopment. John Tower spoke up and said he wanted to commend Rogers 
C.B. Morton, Republican Chairman, for the tremendous cooperation he 
had been given by the National Committee and for the tremendous job 
Morton had done on the campaign. He thought it was an integral factor 
in any successes we had. C o ng. Jerry Ford seconded the motion and 

the fact saying that Morton's job was really a tremendous one. Sen. 
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Scott said the same thing; endorsed that heartily and it was generally 
endorsed and Morton seemed to get a general vote of confidence. 

The various senators there were trying to impress upon the President 
obviously their full backing for Morton and any sort of dispute that 
might exist with the White House. 

That was it for the day. 



